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LAU 46: MYNYDD TWYN-GLAS, MYNYDD MAEN, MYNYDD 
HENLLYS RIDGE 
Susceptibility to Wind and Solar development 
Combined summary of landscape susceptibility 

Criteria Description Score 

Landscape susceptibility Low Med High 

Scale Large scale     

Landform Mountain plateau    

Landcover Upland heath/grassland.    

Built 
environment 

No settlement, Pylons along southern ridge.    

Visual susceptibility 

Skylines and 
settings 

Elevated ridge forms distinctive skyline    

Movement Infrequent activity    

Visibility, 
quality of views 

An exposed landscape offering panoramic views to ridge tops and 
across neighbouring counties and to Bristol Channel. 

   

Views in/out Extensive attractive views in and out with some detractive views 
out to nearby urban edge. 

   

Typical 
receptors 

Recreational users (open access land and PRoW). Residents in 
Cwmbran to the east. 

   

Scenic quality 
and character 

High scenic quality, landscape character and integrity.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Criteria Description Score 

Value Low Med High 

Landscape 
value 
(designations) 

Includes part of Upper Race iron ore scours Scheduled Monument 
to northeast. Entire area covered by SINC. 

   

Visual/sensory LANDMAP overall evaluation    

Historic value LANDMAP overall evaluation    

Habitats value LANDMAP overall evaluation    

Geological 
value 

LANDMAP overall evaluation    

Visual value 
(key 
views/vistas) 

Intervisibility with Twm-Barlwm Mound SM on hilltop to south    

Aesthetic, 
perceptual, 
experiential 

A strong sense of place, perceived as exposed and tranquil.    

Landscape Sensitivity 

Summary of Sensitivity - Wind Assessed Sensitivity 

The assessment identifies that the landscape is of high sensitivity, the 
landscape character of the area would only be able to accommodate 
development of this type in limited situations. 

V 
Low 

Low Med High V 
High 

     

 

Summary of Sensitivity - Solar Assessed Sensitivity 

The landscape is assessed as of high sensitivity with a low tolerance to 
change of this type. 

V 
Low 

Low Med High V 
High 
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Guidance on Siting 
The following advice should be considered for renewables development within this landscape unit: 

Wind turbines 

• Avoid placing turbines on narrow sections of ridge where they will appear on the skyline. 
• Consider opportunities to use existing forestry to partially screen wind development. 
• Respect the setting of Twm-Barlwm Mound SM which provides a viewpoint to the south. 

Solar PV  

• Consider opportunities to use local topography or existing woodland to screen solar development 
from wider views. 

• Avoid siting within SINCs unless land management can be consistent with and support 
conservation objectives.  

• Respect the setting of Twm-Barlwm Mound SM which provides a viewpoint to the south. 

Any development should be subject to a detailed environmental impact assessment including landscape, cultural 
heritage and biodiversity as a minimum. 

Landscape capacity 
Total area of LAU: 426 Ha. 

Wind turbines 

There is no existing wind turbine development in the area. The area has high sensitivity to wind development. 
Potentially this area could accommodate a single small-scale development, with care taken to avoid cumulative 
effects due to the high levels of intervisibility with other ridges. The majority of the central part of the area lies 
within the PAA. 

Solar PV 

There is currently no solar farm development within this landscape unit. The landscape sensitivity is high. Small 
scale solar development could potentially be accommodated, following the guidance above. 

For Local Landscape Constraints see Figure 7.46.1 
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LAU 47: CWM-Y-GLYN & CWM LLEUCU, TWYN CALCH 
HILLSIDES 
Susceptibility to Wind and Solar development 
Combined summary of landscape susceptibility 

Criteria Description Score 

Landscape susceptibility Low Med High 

Scale Large scale     

Landform Hill/valley sides    

Landcover Predominantly forestry on steep slopes on northern side (Cwm-Y-
Glyn), with open grassland and woodland at base of slopes. Pasture 
with remnant treed boundaries and woodland to the southern side 
(Cwm Lleucu). 

   

Built 
environment 

Scattered farmsteads and small-scale residential. A472 crosses SW-
NE along Cwm-y-Glyn valley. Otherwise largely undeveloped. 

   

Visual susceptibility 

Skylines and 
settings 

Hillside below distinctive ridgeline.    

Movement Occasional activity    

Visibility, 
quality of views 

Forestry and steep valley sides restrict views in Cwm-Y-Glyn, with 
wider, sometimes panoramic views from the more open southern 
side. 

   

Views in/out Predominantly detractive views both in and out.    

Typical 
receptors 

Residents within the area and the southern fringes of Pontypool, 
recreational users of occasional PRoW, land workers and road 
users. 

   

Scenic quality 
and character 

Low scenic quality, moderate landscape character and integrity.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Criteria Description Score 

Value Low Med High 

Landscape 
value 
(designations) 

Scheduled Monument on the Iron Ore Scours at Upper Race to the 
south, also of Glyn Pits Pump and winding engine on northern 
slope. Ancient woodland sites throughout area north of A472 road 
corridor, and another substantial site on southern slope. Listed 
farm and outbuilding Gellipistyll, in the north adjacent to edge of 
Pontypool. SINC covers northern slope of hill and sides of Cwm 
Lleucu to south. 

   

Visual/sensory LANDMAP overall evaluation    

Historic value LANDMAP overall evaluation    

Habitats value LANDMAP overall evaluation    

Geological 
value 

LANDMAP overall evaluation    

Visual value 
(key 
views/vistas) 

Potential intervisibility from eastern slopes across developed valley 
floor to southern extent of BBNP. 

   

Aesthetic, 
perceptual, 
experiential 

A moderate sense of place, perceptions not recorded.    

Landscape Sensitivity 

Summary of Sensitivity - Wind Assessed Sensitivity 

The assessment identifies that the landscape is of medium sensitivity, 
the landscape character of the area would be able to accommodate 
development of this type in in some defined situations. 

V 
Low 

Low Med High V 
High 

     

 

Summary of Sensitivity - Solar Assessed Sensitivity 

The landscape is assessed as of medium sensitivity with an intermediate 
threshold of resilience to change of this type without adverse impacts 
on landscape character. 

V 
Low 

Low Med High V 
High 
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Guidance on Siting 
This landscape has two distinct areas: the narrow, enclosed, forested valley of Cwm-Y-Glyn to the north and the 
more open setting of Cwm Lleucu to the south. It is not considered feasible to site any development of this kind 
north of the A472 corridor. The following advice should be considered for renewables development within this 
landscape unit: 

Wind turbines 

• Consider opportunities to partially screen turbines with local topography or existing woodland. 
• Respect the setting of the Upper Race Scheduled Monument. 
• Site turbines away from individual residences. 
• Avoid siting turbines on northeast slope of hill where they will be widely visible, including from 

Pontypool and BBNP. 

Solar PV  

• Consider using existing forestry and local topography to screen solar development from wider 
views. 

• Consider opportunities to site solar development within existing field boundaries, or where these 
can be enhanced as part of the development. 

• Only site solar farms within SINCs where their management can be consistent with management 
objectives of SINC.  

• Respect the setting of the Upper Race Scheduled Monument. 

 

Any development should be subject to a detailed environmental impact assessment including landscape, cultural 
heritage and biodiversity as a minimum. 

Landscape capacity 
Total area of LAU: 381 Ha. 

Wind turbines 

There is no existing wind turbine development in the landscape unit. The area has medium sensitivity to wind 
development. There may be opportunities to site individual and small-scale wind development in this area, 
following the guidance above. A small portion of the western part of the area lies within the PAA. 

Solar PV 

There is currently no solar farm development within this landscape unit. The landscape sensitivity is medium. 
Should operational constraints allow, there would be potential to site 1-2 medium-large scale solar developments 
in this area, following the guidance above. 

For Local Landscape Constraints see Figure 7.47.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




